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LENT DEVOTION FOR THE WEEK | 24 & 25 MARCH 2018 PALM SUNDAY

"But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. (Hebrews 3:13). Jeremiah reminds us of the deceptiveness
of the human heart (Jer 17:9). Here, the writer of Hebrews speaks about the deceitfulness of
sin and how coupled with an evil and unbelieving heart can lead us to fall away from a
living God. The process is not sudden and the text here, as used elsewhere in the bible refers
to a *hardening” process. Indeed, people never crumble in a day. Bit by bit, the deceitfulness
) our sinful hearts can lead us further and further from a living God. .

This is why it says that we need to “exhort one another every day.” We need to hear
from another Christian, not just once a week but daily! The word exhort is a strong word, akin
to strongly encourage or pressuring a person to do something. The same writer later will use
another strong term, how we need to “stirup” one another to love and good works (Heb 10:24).
We need one another. And we need one another constantly. This is what the Word is saying.
This also bears out in real life. We need the Lord, of course. We need to do our personal
devotion daily, of course. But on our own, we can be easily deceived. | can tell you there is
nothing that can be more frightening than the Christian who lives without any accountability.
» * One clear evidence of this self-deception is being closed up to others even though they

may be socialising. But deep inside they are emotional clams - not sharing what is really
going on in their hearts or lives. Sadly, they have no real spiritual friends.

We need to open our lives to another. We need companions for the journey of life.
Some of us have good Fellowship or Bible Study groups where we have found spiritual
friends. If we are serious about following Christ and spiritual growth, this is necessary. Or else,
we are just self-deluded, setting our own rules and imagining that God is sanctioning our
way of life and values. On our own, we can be easily “scammed”. | once talked with someone
who was obviously being scammed. He was giving thousands of dollars on a regular basis to
someone overseas who claimed to have prophecy and spiritual insights. This is a clear case
in point where he can pray on his own as much as he wants and yet remain deceived. | had
a very hard fime trying to convince him of the truth for he was trapped in his own bubble of
reality.

None of us believe that we can be scammed. That is just another word for being
deceived. The Ancient Scammer has been around. He scammed Adam and Eve and many
others ever since. Be wary of him. Be wary of our own hearts. Start reaching out and open
your life to another believer.

{" No. 19 Jalan PJS 11/1, 46150  BISHOP
Bandar Sunway, The Rt. Revd. Datuk Melter Jiki Tais
Petaling Jaya, Selangor. RECTOR
F ﬁ TH 03-5635 8590 / 03-7496 7917 Rev. Philip Lo (philipvclo@gmail.com)
ilovefcc.com@gmail.com PASTOR

CHRISTIAN BM - Ps. Lafir David (fierdavid@gmail.com)
CENTRE ENG - Ps. Timothy Lim (3rdemail@gmail.com)
THE ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF SABAH  PWD: faith2jesus CHI - Ps. Annie Kok (anniekokstar@gmail.com)

SSID: ilovefcc



